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VISUALIZE THIS: Drawing in 
Space with ASL Classifiers 
 As a native English speaker you work within a linear language, but 

ASL uses space and movement through classifiers to show a visual picture.  
When using Classifiers, are you able to clearly portray the English message 
into ASL?  Do you know how to clearly show a car accident, a Lasik eye 
surgery, or a gymnast going through their routines? This workshop provides 
participants with an overview of using Classifiers, by focusing on what they 
mean, when to use them and how they are used.  Participants will explore 
various classifiers to express a visual picture breaking away from English 
words to translate ideas visually. This workshop strongly focuses on 
ASLstorytelling, ASL performing, and ideas on how to use the appropriate 
handshape to show a clearer picture of the context involved.  
 

This workshop will also provide hands-on experiences & skill building 
activities needed for appropriate classifier use applied to complex 
descriptions and images. Complicated & confusing pictures, eye gaze, role 
shifting, spatial referencing and appropriate use of classifiers in 
storytelling will also be presented. Emphasis is placed on developing the 
ability to think in pictures as a way to improve expressive and receptive 
communication skills.  
 

January 12, 2008 
Saturday all day @ 9 am – 4 pm 

AT Northern Virginia Community College 
8333 Little River Turnpike 

Annandale Va. 22003 
LOCATION: Building CF: Faculty Dining Room 

 
Morning and afternoon refreshments will be provided. 

Lunch is on your own. 
RID CUEs: 6 clock hours, Professional Studies 

 
More Info/Contact:  Elizabeth Swindler 
swindler@nvcc.edu or  (703) 323-2325 

Booking Trix Contact: Info@TrixBruce.com 
 
  



BIO: Patricia (Trix) Bruce, from Seattle, Washington, is known nationwide as both a workshop 
presenter and an American Sign Language performer. Trix's work has been warmly received everywhere, from 
local community centers, to state, regional and national conferences, Deaf Way II, interpreter conventions 
and more.  Wildly popular as a teacher of ASL storytelling and ASL interpretation, Trix impresses audiences 
at all levels of ASL skill, from novices to fluent experts. Trix has been profoundly deaf since she was 6 
months old. She went through oral, mainstreaming, deaf classes, and online educational programs. Trix has 
been involved in the performing arts since 1980. After completing her college program, she became involved 
with interpreter training. Trix's main area of study has been ASL Linguistics with a focus on ASL 
Performance.  She has developed a popular website: www.trixbruce.com. Whether writing, creating, improvising 
or starring in her many productions, Trix's passion for the dramatic arts shines through. 
 
REGISTERATIONS: 
 
COST: $50.00 VRID Members 
                 $75.00 non-VRID Member 
Continuing Education Units (CEUs) = .6 CEUs 

  
***************************************************************** 
Contact Beth Swindler at eswindler@nvcc.edu or call 703-323-2325   to reserve your seat. 

 
 Make checks payable to: VRID Co-sponsors 
 Send checks to:   Elizabeth Swindler 
                             C/O 
                             Northern Virginia Community College 
                             Interpreter Services Office CT 134 
                             Annandale Va. 22003 

NAME:________________________________________________________  

ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________ 

CITY/STATE/ZIP:_______________________________________________ 

PHONE #: ___________________ (home)  _____________________  (work) 

E-MAIL:_______________________________________________________     
     

VRID Member Number:___________________________________________ 

Please make Check or Money Order payable to “VRID Co-Sponsors.” 

_____ Member $50.00 

______Non-Member $75.00 

 
 
 


